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HISTORICAL FRAGMENTS 

WISCONSIN'S FIRST VERSIFIERS 

The first volume of verse printed in Wisconsin and written by 
a resident of that state, was long supposed to be a volume by Eliza- 
beth Farnsworth Mears entitled, Voyage of Pere Marquette and the 
Romance of Charles de Langlade, or the Magic Queen. This book 
was published at Fond du Lac in I860. 1 Recently, however, three 
different books of early Wisconsin verse have been discovered ante- 
dating Mrs. Mears's work, and since they are without doubt the 
earliest attempts at versification made in the Badger State, it seems 
worth while to describe them. 

The earliest is a hitherto unknown edition of a book which is 
humorously described by "Nym Krinkle" in his Chronicles of Mil- 
waukee. Two editions of this book were published in New York in 
1848 and 1849, but the edition recently discovered was issued in 
Milwaukee in 1846 and, though bearing no imprint, is without doubt 
the production of a western press. 2 Its title is as follows: "The 
History/ of/ Black Hawk,/ with which is interwoven/ a Descrip- 
tion/ of the/ Black Hawk War/ and other/ Scenes in the 
West/ by E. H. Smith/ Milwaukee/ 1848./ 12mo. pp. 6 t 120." 
This title is somewhat shorter than those of the later editions and 
the text varies considerably from that of the later issues. This 
edition has no illustrations, but the New York editions have several. 
The only copy that can be traced of this firstling of the "Wisconsin 
Muse" is in the Harris Collection of American Poetry in the library 
of Brown University, Providence, Rhode Island. 

The next in point of time is a curious book, or pamphlet, with 
title as follows: "The/ Poetical/ Geography, [cut of lyre]/ with 
the Rules of Arithmetic in Verse, &c. &C./ By George Van Waters/ 
Published for the Author by Sidney L. Rood,/ Bookseller,/ Milwau- 

'See article by Henry E. Legler, Early Wisconsin Imprints: A Preliminary 
Essay, in Wisconsin Historical Society, Proceedings, 1905, 121. 

2 The Racine Advocate of March 3, 1846, contains a half -column notice of 
Smith's book, then newly published at Milwaukee. 
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kee:/ Wilson & King,/ 1848,"/ This is a duodecimo of ninety-six 
pages, with green paper covers. The cover title is somewhat longer : 
"The/ Poetical Geography,/ made to accompany any of the/ Com- 
mon School Atlases ;/ to which is added/ The Rules of Arithmetic,.' 
and a sketch of English History,/ in Verse./ by George Van 
Waters./ This work is sold by subscription and cannot be 
obtained/ at any bookstore in the United States./ Milwaukee:/ 
Wilson & King./ 1848./ Price 25 cents."/ 

The end cover contains an advertisement of a line of stage 
coaches: "To the Travelling Public/ Stage Routes from Milwau- 
kee, Wisconsin."/ Signed, "John Frink & Co., Proprietors," The 
routes are to Galena, Green Bay, Janesville, Madison, Fort Winne- 
bago, Dixon, Chicago, Sheboygan, and other places. 

Mr. Legler informs me that he has another edition, which was 
published at Cincinnati. Several of the poems contain local allu- 
sions to Wisconsin. 

The book begins with "Geographical Definitions," and the first 
lines describe geography : 

The surface of the Earth, with all its tribes 
Of sea and land Geography describes. 

The divisions of water are next described, beginning with the 

following couplet: 

An ocean is a vast extent of brine. 

Or salt sea water boundless and sublime. 

Lakes are described as — 

Fresh water seas, by land surrounded; 

As Lake Champlain, whose waves by land are bounded. 

Couplets similar to these follow on straits, channels, sounds, 

rivers, and other divisions of water. After explanation necessary to 

the use of maps, there follows a poetical chapter on North America. 

Its capes and rivers are poetically described and then, in turn, its 

towns, each state being separately mentioned. The author begins 

with Maine and ends with his own state, Wisconsin. A chapter on 

British America is next in order and this in turn is followed by 

chapters on Mexico, Guatamala, South America, Europe, Asia, 

and Africa. The book ends with rhymed delineations of islands, 

volcanoes, and "The Rules of Arithmetic" and a sketch of English 
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history. A number of notes are interspersed throughout the work, 
and a prose preface follows the title. A rhymed introduction is 
also introduced. 

This book and also the following are in the fine collection of 
Wisconsin poetry formed by Mr. Henry E. Legler, now in the pos- 
session of Mr. Henry C. Sturges of New York. 3 

Probably the earliest specimen of German verse written in Wis- 
consin, is that from the pen of one of the German immigrants of 1848. 
Its title is : "Lieder/ aus/ Wisconsin/ von/ Adolf Schults./ Elber- 
feld und Iserlohn./ Verlag von Julius Badeker./ 1848."/ This is 
a 16mo. pamphlet of forty-one pages followed by an unnumbered page. 

The copy I have seen has blue paper covers, with the title on 
the cover the same as the foregoing. On the back cover are adver- 
tisements. 

The pamphlet begins with a dedication to "Carl de Haas, Ph.D. 
The friend of my youth, later schoolmaster in Wupperthal [the 
author's birthplace] and now farmer in Fond du Lac (Wis.)." 

The first poem is entitled "Europa, alternde Konigin." The 

opening verse follows: 

Europa, alternde Konigin, 
Dein abend ist gekommen! 
Der frohliche Morgen ist dahin, 
Der Mittagstrahl verglommen. 

The fifth and last stanza runs : 

Europa, sterbende Konigin, 

Er wird die Herrschaft erben! 

Die Krone, die dunkt ihm kein Gewinn, 

Die lasst er Dir im Sterben. 

Another poem is on the "Thai der Wupper, Mein Heimathland." 
The eighth poem in the book is a stirring one on the Missouri River, 
"Missouri, Missouri, der machtiger Strom," while another is 
addressed to the author's fatherland. In this he cries to the land 
of his birth, the land from which he has been exiled. The book 
contains altogether thirt3'-six different poems. 

On the back cover is an advertisement of another book of verses 
by the same writer, "Marzlieder," which is advertised "to appear 
shortly." The publisher also advertises another book of interest 

'Copies of two later editions of the Poetical, Geography are owned by the 
Wisconsin Historical Library. One was published at Cincinnati in 1852, the other 
at New York in 1853. 
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to the Wisconsin collector, — "Nordamerika Wisconsin. Winke fur 
auswanderer von Dr. Carl de Haas. Farmer in Wisconsin." This 
is described as the second edition, with three views and a map of 
Wisconsin. The statement is made that the first edition of one 
thousand copies was sold within four weeks. "Gedichte von 
Henriette Davidis, second edition," is also advertised. This book 
was printed by the Groteschen Buchdruckerei in Arnsberg. 

These three books are probably the earliest volumes of verse 
written and published by Wisconsin poets. They are of interest 
not only because of this fact but because each one relates in some 
way to Wisconsin. 

Oscar Wegelin 

MEMORANDUM ON THE SPELLING OF "JOLLIET" 1 

Usage in spelling names was very irregular in the seventeenth 
century. People spelled a name (or a word) just as it came into 
their minds to do so, without fixed rules or custom. Thus the spell- 
ing of the name of the discoverer of the Mississippi was varied — 
all the following forms being used: Joliet, Jolliet, Jolyet, Jollyet. 
Sometimes all forms were employed in the same document. Mar- 
quette in writing an account of his explorations speaks of his com- 
panion as "Jolyet," "Jollyet," and "Jolliet" indifferently. 2 

Under such circumstances it remains to be decided what the 
present usage is, and on what facts it is based. Many, indeed most 
English writers, follow Parkman, the greatest of our historians who 
have written on this subject, and use the form with one "1" — 
"Joliet." This has become a part of geographical usage, and we 
have, for instance, Joliet, Illinois and Indiana, and Mount Joliet. 
And Dr. R. G. Thwaites, in his Jesuit Relations, 2 uses the one "1" in 
his spelling of the name. Later, however, Doctor Thwaites became 
convinced that the double "1" was the better form and often so 
remarked to his assistants. 

'This memorandum was prepared for submission to the Committee on State 
Affairs of the Wisconsin Assembly in April, 1917. A bill had been introduced in 
the assembly by the committee which provided that the name "Joliet" should 
be given to the state park at the mouth of the Wisconsin River. As a result of 
the memorandum, the bill was amended by substituting the spelling "Jolliet" 
in the name of the park. 

a R. G. Thwaites, The Jesuit Relations and Allied Documents (Cleveland, 
189G-I901), I.IX, 8(5, 121, 123, 159. 



